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‘Design is not just what it looks like and feels like.  Design is how 

it works.’ Steve Jobs. 

 

 At Oasis Longcross Academy, we want children to be inspired by engineers, 

designers, chefs and architects to create a range of structures, mechanisms, textiles, 

electrical systems and food products with a real life purpose. 

 

 We encourage the development of skills, knowledge and understanding that help 

EYFS children make sense of their world.   Important early experiences to have will 

be asking questions about how things work, investigating and using a variety of 

construction kits, materials, tools and products, developing making skills and 

handling appropriate tools and construction material safely and with increasing 

control.  This learning forms the foundations for later work in design and technology. 

 

 We aim to develop children's creativity, technical and practical expertise so that they 

can perform everyday tasks confidently. It is important children have opportunities 

to build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills so they can 

create high-quality prototypes.  We want our children to become independent and 

resilient learners by proving effective ways to tackle problems or issues if they may 

arise.  Children take risks when designing and making their products in hands on and 

engaging lessons.  We promote critical thinking so that children can evaluate their 

past prototypes and when testing current designs. 

 

 In our city, we are lucky enough to have a diverse and culturally rich community with 

many influential designers throughout history and the locality.  We aim to encourage 

children to draw upon this knowledge. think innovatively about the world around 

them in order to design and develop their own products with a purpose in mind 

 

 

 

Implement: 

Coverage through DT curriculum & extra-curricular: 

 The teaching of Design & Technology meets the requirements of the national 

curriculum. DT is taught discretely although wherever possible links are made 

between the history or geography enquiry and the DT skill itself. For example, 

in the Year 1 enquiry ‘Where am I?’ children learn about making a compass. 

 Skills (design, make and evaluate, technical knowledge and cooking and 

nutrition) are mapped out to ensure progression and depth of skill acquisition 

across KS1 and 2. 

 

Through a variety of creative and practical activities, we teach children the 

knowledge, understanding and skills needed to engage in the process of 

designing and making.  When designing and making, children are taught to: 

 

 Use significant levels of originality and the willingness to take creative risks to 

produce innovative ideas and prototypes. 

 Have an excellent attitude to learning and independent working and passion 

for the subject and knowledge of, up-to-date technological innovations in 

materials, products and systems. 

 Use time efficiently and work constructively and productively with others. 

 Carry out thorough research, show initiative and ask questions to develop an 

exceptionally detailed knowledge of users’ needs. 

 Act as responsible designers and makers, working ethically, using finite 

material carefully and working safely. 

 Have a thorough knowledge of which tools, equipment and materials to use to 

make their products. 

 Use their ability to apply mathematical knowledge. 

 Have ability to manage risks exceptionally well to manufacture products 

safely. 

Extra-curricular: 

 EYFS, KS1 and KS2 Art club. 

 Stage and prop design 

 Graphic design club 

Monitoring and assessment: 

 Summative assessment of pupil discussions about their learning. 

 Images and videos of the children’s practical learning. 

 Classroom and corridor displays 

 Class assemblies 

 Year group portfolios 

 Final product 

 

 

 

Impact: 

Data (2019/20): 

 Feedback from staff 

 Feedback from children  

Teacher CPD/monitoring (2019/20): 

  

Community/families: 

 Parent exhibitions 

 Educational visits 

 Christmas and Summer Fayres 

demonstrating the children’s 

work. 


