
Year 5, A study of Rainforest compared to UK — Geography Knowledge 

Key things to cover 

Locate rainforests across the world using atlases and maps. 
Name the countries the rainforests are in. Define biomes. 

Identify the significance of the location of the rainforest – – 
i.e. between the tropics. 

Learn about the layer of the rainforests and animals that live 
there.  

What would it be like to live in a rainforest? 
How has human activity affected the rainforests? 

What are the issues facing the rainforests today – deforesta-
tion, logging, the effect on the global environment, global 
warming, farming, etc. 
Debate for and against the use of rainforest wood. 

How can we reduce, reuse, recycle the way in which we use 
wood and its associated products? 
How can we protect our rainforests/ woodlands/etc? 
What is the future of rainforests, can we find other renewa-
ble sources of energy? 

Suggested data sources (census, figures) 

Primary magazine:  Rainforests and maths 

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/resources/28573 

Razing the rainforest: 

https://www.rgs.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?

nodeguid=c6961d86-2b80-414e-8308-

Deforestation stats:, forest data and tables. 

https://rainforests.mongabay.com/defor_index.htm 

Fieldwork ideas 

Botanical gardens ? 

Zoo ?  

Using quadrants to study vegetation in  a 

small area of the greenhouses?  

Use a terrarium to simulate the environ-

ment?  
Impact: Why do we teach this? Life skill involved  

Think about conservation and protecting our environment 

for future generations. 

Responsibilities in life for our environment and what we do 

that impacts the wider environment beyond our own locali-

ty. 

Previous Learning (this should be checked at start of topic) 

Locational knowledge—UK and beyond. 

Name and locate the continents and oceans. 

Geographical vocabulary for human and physical fea-

tures e.g. soil, forest, settlement, vegetation. 

Use of simple maps and a key. 

 

Subsequent Learning 

 

 

Vocabulary 

Rainforest 
Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Capricorn 
Latitude 
Longitude 
Forest Floor 
Understory 
Canopy 
Emergent 
Habitat 

Humid 
Species 
Deforestation 
Prime/Greenwich Merid-
ian 
Equator 
Hemisphere 
Species 
Predator 
Prey  
Biomes 

Year 5, A study of Rainforest compared to UK — Skills 

Skills Teaching Strategies 

Compare a region in UK with a region in N. or S. America with significant 

differences and similarities.  

 Ask geographical questions, for example, 'What is this landscape 
like?', 'What do I think about it?' 

Compare the climates of the two places using graphs.  

 

Describe and understand key aspects of : 

Physical geography including coasts, rivers and the water cycle including 

transpiration; climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts. 

Identify features of biomes  

Extend children's geographical vocabulary, using key terms for exam-
ple, rainfall, climate, Tropic of Capricorn etc… 

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping Google Earth) 
to locate countries and describe features studied.   

Develop familiarity with atlases e.g. using contents, keys, grid refer-
ences. 

Describe where places are, for example, in which region/country the 
places are, whether they are near rivers or hills, what the nearest 
towns or cities are.  

To explain why places are like they are, for example, in terms of weather 
conditions, local resources, historical development. 

Describe what places are like, for example, in terms of weather, jobs.  
Incorporate the positive/detrimental effect of changes to the land-
scape, environment. 

To identify how and why places change, for example, through deforesta-

tion, conservation projects, and how they may change in the future, for 

example, through an influx of tourists.  

Compare land use maps from the past with the present, focusing on 

land use. 

Extend the range of secondary sources used e.g. aerial photographs, 
stories, information texts, the internet, satellite images, photographs, 
videos and artefacts.  

Consider the location of places and environments they study and other 

significant places and environments, for example, places and environ-

ments in the news.  

Chance to incorporate any ‘in the moment’ elements linked to current 
affairs/news stories etc. 

Assessment 

Cross curricular write—persuasion—loggers not to cut down 

trees? 

Quizzes 

Cross-Curricular Links 

Global citizenship                                 Maths—Data handling, 

Debate                                                      

Rainforest collages, create a rainforest in a bottle/terrarium,  

ICT—Data handling, Film debate, news reports, persuasive 
environmental adverts? 

Curriculum Progression  Ladder 

WALT: Identify the signifi-

cance of where the rain-

forests are. 

      WALT: describe the layers of                                                

  the rainforest. 
WALT: locate the world’s rainforests.  

  WALT: compare life in    

  the rainforest to life 

   in the UK. 

  WALT: explain the             

          human affect on the  

                rainforest.  

  WALT: protect our  

  rainforests. 


