
Curriculum progression overview  
History 

Year group HISTORY Essential knowledge Opportunities to 
revisit 

Development 
opportunities 

Key Concepts 

Year 1 The Great Fire of London 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Timeline of events including when and where it started and the 
date on which it was finally put out. 

 Names of key individuals and their significance to the event: 
Thomas Farriner, Samuel Pepys, Christopher Wren, King Charles 
II 

 The main causes for the fire 

 The lessons learned such as building materials 

YR – How do we 
celebrate? Fireworks & 
Bonfire Night  

Year 6 – London Through 
the Ages 
 
 

 

Change & Improvement 

Black History Month – 
Medicine: Mary Seacole 

 Mary Seacole 
o Birth, early life and parentage: British-Jamaican, father 

= soldier, mother = ‘doctress’ 
o Achievements - Crimean War & prejudice against her 

leading her to set up the ‘British Hotel’ 
o Impact - her return to the UK and celebration of her 

work 

  Prejudice & segregation 

How Have Lawrence Weston 
and Bristol Changed? 

 Compare Lawrence Weston ‘then’ and ‘now’ including shops, 
roads, homes and Lawrence Weston Carnival 

 Study the change influenced by significant Bristol events 
including St Paul’s Carnival, the Balloon Fiesta and the Harbour 
Festival 

o What are these events? 
o Why are they celebrated? 

 Timeline of these events in comparison to one another and in 
relation to their own/parents/grandparents lives 

YN – Who am I? 
YR – Is every family the 
same? Knowing where 
their live and the main 
locations in Lawrence 
Weston e.g. farm, shops, 
park, school 

Year 4 – Romans (local 
Roman Villa remains) 

Change & Improvement 

Year 2 Influential Bristolians  
 
 
 

 Brunel 
o Timeline: birth, death, significant achievements 

including the Clifton Suspension Bridge, the SS Great 
Britain and the Great Western Railway 

o The key legacy on modern Bristol and the wider UK 
e.g. train travel leading to the development of seaside 
towns and holidays 

 Aardman 
o Timeline including comparison to Brunel and their 

own birth, formation of the company, Morph, Wallace 
and Gromit, Chicken Run, Flushed Away 

o Techniques used for animation: 2D, 3D, CGI and well 
known adverts  

o The legacy of The Grand Appeal trails (Gromit, Shaun) 
and the charity work they do 

 Year 6 – London Through 
the Ages: GWR 

Change & Improvement 

Black History Month – 
Campaigners for Racial 
Equality: Rosa Parks & Paul 
Stephenson 

 Rosa Parks 
o Birth and early life including segregation at school 
o Segregation on buses and 1st December 1955 
o Her charge and fine 
o Achievements & impact - Bus Boycott and role in the 

civil rights movement in US 

 Paul Stephenson OBE 
o Birth and early life, including role as social worker 
o Achievements - 1963 Bristol Bus Boycott, Commission 

for Racial Equality, Order of the British Empire for 
services to equal opportunities 

o Impact – an end to the ‘colour bar’ on Bristol buses, 
The Race Relationships Act 1965 

  Prejudice & segregation 

Exploration  What an explorer and exploration is 

 Christopher Columbus 
o Timeline: birth, death, significant discoveries 
o Life on the ships 
o Countries he explored 
o Impact of his explorations on Britain e.g. goods and 

materials brought back 

 Neil Armstrong 
o Timeline: birth, death, space missions (including first 

mission and moon landing) 
o Famous quote 
o Impact across the world e.g. watching it on the 

television, knowledge beyond Earth 

 Year 5 - Space 
Year 6 – London Through 
the Ages: British 
Exploration 

Change & Improvement 

Aviation and Air Travel in 
Bristol 

 First aircraft and inventors, the Wright brothers 

 Simple history of improvements in aircraft from the first to 
modern day 

o Impact of improvements e.g. modern travel 

 Different and changing uses of aircraft 

 History of Concorde: developed in Filton, first and final flight 

 Names of key individuals, businesses or events linked to aviation 
(and Bristol): the Wright brothers, Airbus, Bristol Balloon Fiesta, 
Concorde museum 

Year 1 – How have 
Lawrence Weston and 
Bristol changed? Balloon 
Fiesta 

Year 5 - Space Change & Improvement 

Year 3 World War II 
 
 

 Start and end dates of WWII 

 Significant individuals and the countries for which they were 
fighting: Winston Churchill, Adolf Hitler, Franklin D. Roosevelt 

 Bristol’s significance in the war: aviation industry and Bristol 
harbour resulting in Bristol Blitz 

 Bristol Blitz: significant dates and sites damaged such as Bristol 
museum, Park Street 

 Life during the Blitz: air raid shelters, air raid wardens etc 

Year 2 – Aviation and Air 
Travel in Bristol 

Year 6 – London Through 
the Ages: WWII 

Invasion & 
power/oppression 

Black History Month – black 
service men and women: 
William Tull, Lilian Bader  

 Know that the UK called upon the support of black service men 
in World War I & II  

 Know from which countries they came: Caribbean, Nigeria, 
Sierra Leone, Gambia, The Gold Coast and other Africa colonies 

 Walter Tull: served in British West Indies Regiment (BWIR) in 
World War I.  

o Study of what the BWIR did, where they fought, how 
many died and their lasting contribution to the war 
effort which is often forgotten 

 Lilian Bader: served in Royal Navy in World War II 
o Study of her birth, parentage and upbringing in a 

convent 

Year 3 – World War II  Prejudice & segregation 



Curriculum progression overview  
o She was asked to leave the Navy, Army and Air Force 

Institutes (NAAFI) because she was black 
o One of the first women to qualify as an Instrument 

Repairer 
o After having a family trained as a teacher and son 

became helicopter pilot in the Royal Navy 

Light, Shadow and 
Reflection 

 A study of significant historical scientific individuals linked to the 
science enquiry: Humphrey Davy, Michael Faraday, Thomas 
Edison (American) 

   

Stone Age to Iron Age  Changes from stone age, through bronze age to iron age in 
Britain 

 Study the changes in housing, technology (tools), travel and 
farming 

 Life in tribal kingdoms: religion, jobs, food 

 Year 4 – Roman Invasion Polytheism 
Change & Improvement 

Year 4 Romans 
 
 
 

 Know who the Romans were, where they came from and why 
they wanted to invade Britain 

 Locate Rome and significant locations in Roman Empire 
o Life in ancient Rome: homes, clothes, entertainment, 

Gods and Goddesses 
o Roman army 

 Know the terms invasion, conquer  

 Comparison between rich and poor (slave trade) 

 Name key individuals: Julius Caesar, Emperor Claudius 
o Attempted invasion of Britain by Caesar in 55-54BC 
o Successful invasion of Britain by Claudius in AD 43 
o British resistance: Hadrian’s Wall, Boudicca 

 Life in Roman Britain and its impact on modern life 
o Roman Baths 
o Roads  
o Roman cities in England e.g. Bath, Exeter, York and 

London 
o Art - mosaics  
o Early Christianity 

 Timeline of key events in Roman Empire: rise, fall, invasions 
(attempted and successful) of Britain 

Year 3 – World War II 
Year 3 – Stone Age to Iron 
Age 

Year 5 – The Greeks 
Year 6 – The Egyptians, 
The Slave Trade 

Invasion & power 
Polytheism  
Democracy 

Black History Month  - Sport: 
Muhammed Ali/Kadeena 
Cox/Nicola Adams/Usain Bolt 

 Muhammed Ali 
o Birth, early life and real name Cassius Clay 
o Influence of Joe Martin (police office and boxing 

coach) 
o Achievements - early boxing career and Olympic 

medals, campaigning for racial equality, conscientious 
objector 

o Retirement, Parkinsons and death 

 Kadeena Cox MBE 
o Birth and early life 
o Early career – able bodied competitor 
o Stroke and Multiple Sclerosis 
o Para-sport sprinter and para-cyclist 
o Achievements – Olympics, Paralympics and Member 

of the British Empire for services to athletics 

 Nicola Adams OBE 
o Birth, early life and career 
o Achievements – first female boxer to win Olympic gold 

in London 2012 and double Olympic gold in Rio 2016, 
Order of the  

o Impact – female boxing, LGBT representation in sport 

 Usain Bolt 
o Birth, early life including breaking his school record 
o Achievements – world record holder for 100m, 200m 

and 4X100m relay, ‘World’s Fastest Man’, Olympic 
gold at three consecutive Olympics 

o Impact – ‘the man who saved athletics’, inspiring the 
next generation 

  Overcoming adversity 

Anglo-Saxons and Scots  Know who the Scots and Anglo-Saxons were, where they came 
from and why they invaded Britain. 

 Know that Britain was divided in to seven Kingdoms 

 Settlement of the Scots and Anglo-Saxons and study of village 
life including place names, jobs, clothing, religion, the Saxon 
army and famous stories such as Beowulf and the Legend of 
King Arthur 

 A study of Sutton Hoo and what it tells us about life in the 
Anglo-Saxon period 

 Timeline of key events to include Roman withdrawal from 
Britain, invasion of Scots from Ireland, invasion of the Angles, 
Saxons and Jutes from across the North Sea. 

Year 3 – World War II 
Year 3 – Stone Age to Iron 
Age  
Year 4 - Romans 

Year 5 – The Vikings Invasion & power 
Polytheism and 
Christianity 

Year 5 The Vikings 
 
 
 

 Know who the Vikings were, where they came from and why 
they invaded Britain 

o Study of Viking army and raids e.g. Lindisfarne  

 British resistance to invasion including Alfred the Great and 
Athelstan 

 Timeline to include: Viking invasion of Britain, Danelaw, first 
Viking king, end of Viking age, death of Edward the Confessor 
and leading to the Battle of Hastings 

 Significant individuals and their roles: Alfred the Great, 
Athelstan, Swein Forkbeard, Harold Hadrada, Edward the 
Confessor 

 Study Viking life including homes, living, clothes and jobs  

 Know Viking Gods and what they represented  

Year 3 – World War II 
Year 3 – Stone Age to Iron 
Age  
Year 4 - Romans 

 Invasion & power 
Polytheism and 
Christianity 

Black History Month -  
Artists(literature and music): 
Benjamin Zephaniah/Maya 
Angelou/Bob Marley/Aretha 
Franklin 

 Benjamin Zephaniah 
o Birth, early life and parentage 
o Influences – Jamaica 
o Famous works – The British, Dis Poetry, We Refugees 
o Rastafarianism 

 Maya Angelou 
o Birth, parentage and difficult early life (plan carefully) 
o Early career as  singer, dancer, actress, composer, and 

Hollywood’s first female black director 

  Overcoming adversity 



Curriculum progression overview  
o Most famous as a writer, editor, essayist, playwright, 

and poet 
o Famous poems – Still I Rise, Women Work 

 Bob Marley 
o Birth, parentage and early life 
o Bob Marley and the Wailers 
o Rastafarianism 
o Opposition to Apartheid  
o Death and legacy of his music and lyrics, including 

increasing the popularity of reggae across the world 

 Aretha Franklin 
o Birth, parentage 
o Gospel music 
o Significant achievements: four-octave range, first 

woman in the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, Barack 
Obama’s inauguration 

o Famous works – Respect, I Say A Little Prayer 

Space A study of significant historical scientific individuals linked to the 
science enquiry: Tim Peake, Neil Armstrong and Valentina 
Tereshkova (first woman in space) 

Year 2 – Explorers and 
Aviation 

  

The Greeks  Know who the Ancient Greeks were, where they came from and 
what constituted their Empire 

 Understand the rule of Greek states (Athens, Sparta, Troy) 
including wars, government rule and ways of life. 

 Study Ancient Greek life including homes, clothes, food, politics, 
the agora, the Grecian army 

 Study of Greek Gods and Goddesses 

 Significant Ancient Greek individuals or events and their impact 
and influence on the modern western world: Archimedes, 
Pythagoras, Hippocrates, Homer, Alexander the Great, The 
Olympics 

Year 4 - Romans  Invasion & power 
Polytheism   
Democracy 
 

Year 6 Egyptians 
 
 

 Timeline to include early settlers of Egypt through to the 
invasion by Alexander the Great 

 Study of Egyptian life to include art, hieroglyphics, life on the 
Nile (irrigation) 

 A comparison of the lives of the rich (Pharaohs) and poor 
(slaves) 

 Egyptian religion including Gods, Goddesses and burial rituals 

 Significant achievements: pyramids, the Sphynx, Rosetta Stone 

 Significant individuals: Tutankhamun, Cleopatra, Howard Carter, 
Lord Carnavon 

Year 5 – The Greeks Year 6 – Slave trade Invasion & power 
Polytheism 
Oppression  

Black History Month – 
Politicians & Campaigners: 
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf/Barack 
Obama/Nelson 
Mandela/Martin Luther King 

 Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf 
o Birth in Liberia and education in US, Harvard 
o Achievements: first female head of state elected in 

Africa, women’s rights activist, Nobel Peace Prize 

 Nelson Mandela 
o Birth, early life and education including university 

(law) 
o Apartheid 
o Imprisonment and movement to free him 
o Achievements: Nobel Peace Prize, first black president 

of South Africa 
o Impact – ‘the rainbow nation’ of South Africa 

 Barack Obama 
o Birth, early life and education including university 

(law) 
o Civil rights lawyer and work 
o Achievements: first black president of the US, author 
o Impact and legacy – Affordable Care Act, message of 

hope, change and progress 

 Martin Luther King 
o Birth, early life and education 
o Segregation 
o Public transport boycott 
o March on Washington 
o Achievements – Nobel Peace Prize, Congressional 

Gold medal, Presidential Medal of Freedom 
o Impact – Civil Rights Act, Voting Rights Act, Fair 

Housing Act 

  Oppression 

London Through the Ages  Timeline of significant monarchs from 1066 to include: William 
the Conqueror, Richard III, Henry VII, Henry VIII, Elizabeth I, 
Charles I, Charles II, Victoria I, George V, Elizabeth II 

 A study of key events or locations in London’s history through a 
timeline of the monarchy: 

o Westminster Abbey (William I coronation) 
o The Tower of London (its role in all reigns, from 

construction by William I to Tudor prison) 
o Houses of Parliament, Guy Fawkes & English Civil War 

(Charles I & II)  
o The Plague & The Great Fire of London (Medieval & 

Tudor monarchs) 
o World War I & II (George V & George VI) to include 

Winston Churchill 
o Suffragette movement (George V) to include 

Emmeline Pankhurst 
o The River Thames and its importance to London as a 

trading port (Elizabeth I, Victoria and during Slave 
Trade) and supporting British exploration e.g. Francis 
Drake 

o Travel & transport to include Brunel and GWR and the 
London Underground 

Year 1 – The Great Fire of 
London 
Year 3 – World War II 
Year 4 – Roman cities 

Year 6 – Slave Trade Regicide 
Early Christianity 

The Transatlantic Slave 
Trade 

 Timeline to include the first African slaves taken to Portugal, 
Elizabethan exploration of the Americas, the first slave voyage 
to the Americas, colonial plantations in the Caribbean, abolition 
committee, France’s involvement in the abolition of slavery, 
abolition of slavery in UK 

 Know what the slave trade was, including the transatlantic 
triangle, and reasons for it: cotton, sugar, tobacco, spices 

Year 2 - Exploration 
Year 4 – The Romans 
Year 6 – The Egyptians 
Year 6 – London Through 
the Ages (as a port and 
place of exploration) 

 Oppression 



Curriculum progression overview  
 Know the trade e.g. slaves for natural resources (to UK), 

manufactured goods including weapons (to Africa) and slaves 
(to Americas) 

 Significant individuals and their role in either The Slave Trade or 
the abolition of slavery: William Wilberforce, Mary Prince, 
Oluhdah Equiano,  Edward Colston 

 A study of Bristol’s role in the slave trade including linked 
buildings and place names, the role of the port and the river, 
the slave grave in Henbury Church 

 Debate regarding the places in Bristol with names linked to the 
slave trade and whether there should be a statue of John Cabot 

 

Foundational skills 

Chronology Evidence Interpretation Enquiry Causation Significance Change & continuity Diversity 
Order of event Analysing sources 

Nature – origin - 
purpose 

Difference views Independent 
research 
Asking questions 

Cause and 
consequence 

Importance of 
event and people 

How things have 
changed and stayed 
the same 

Importance of 
gender, class, 
religion, race and 
time period 

 


