
Year Six History: The Ancient Eyptians- Knowledge 

Key Figures 

Tutankhamun  Boy king. Became king when he 

was very young and died aged 

18.19  

Howard Carter  Discovered Tutankhamun’s tomb.  

Lord Carnarvon  Paid for Howard Carter’s explora-

tions.  

What did the Ancient Egyptians give us?  

 Written language– the ancient Egyptians are the first 

known culture to use symbols as a form of written word. 

Egyptian hieroglyphics offer a complex language that 

evolved and advanced throughout ancient Egyptian 

times.  

 Dams- One of the ancient Egyptians greatest archaeologi-

cal feat was their invention of water dams. The unpre-

dictability of the River Nile caused problems such as 

flooding and even drought. In response, King Menes or-

dered Egypt's first irrigation system to be built in 3100 

BC.  

 The calendar- The Ancient Egyptian calendar is the first 

known calendar that most accurately resembles the mod-

ern calendar. It was a solar calendar that included 365 

days. Each season was divided into four months of 30 

days and each month was divided into a three week peri-

od. At the end of this three week period a form of week-

end was established, but this was strictly reserved for 

royalty and high society members.  

What was it like to live at the time? How does it compare 

to today? 

Daily life in ancient Egypt revolved around the Nile and the 
fertile land along its banks. The yearly flooding of the 
Nile enriched the soil and brought good harvests and 
wealth to the land.  The people of ancient Egypt built mud-
brick homes in villages and in the country. They grew some 
of their own food and traded in the villages for the food 
and goods they could not produce.  Most ancient Egyp-
tians worked as field hands, farmers, craftsmen 
and scribes. A small group of people were nobles. Togeth-
er, these different groups of people made up the popula-
tion of ancient Egypt.  

In modern days, the Nile is still a vital part of the life of 
Egyptians as it is used for the transportation of goods as 
well as farmland.  

Previous Learning (this should be checked at start of topic) 

Year 5 – The Greeks 

Subsequent Learning 

Year 6– Slave Trade 

Vocabulary 

Mummy- a dead body which has been preserved or dried out.  

Pharaoh-  an ancient Egyptian ruler.  

Dynasty- a sequence of powerful leaders in the same fami-

ly . 

Burial– the ritual placing of a corpse in a grave.  

Pyramid- a polyhedron having a polygonal base and triangular 

sides.  

Year Six, History: The Ancient Egyptians— Skills 

Skills Teaching Strategies 

Chronological understanding  

place current study on time line in relation to other studies 

use relevant dates and terms  

Show each event and predict when it occurred. 

Human timeline of all Ancient Civilisations studied throughout 

KS2.  

Scaffold by– pictures with dates and explanations to order, years 

already on a timeline, draw a timeline 

Historical interpretations 

link sources and work out how conclusions were arrived at 

consider ways of checking the accuracy of interpretations – 

fact or fiction and opinion. Be aware that different evidence 

will lead to different conclusions.  

Show video explaining how the rich and poor lived in Ancient 

Eygpt.   

Give secondary source evidence– historic article 

Primary source– Hieroglyphics 

Discuss how each source could give us a different conclusion, 

how can we check the accuracy of sources? Create a class com-

parison  before chn write their own.  

 

Organisation and communication 

select aspect of study to make a display and use a 

variety of ways to communicate  

Explain what Hieroglyphics and the Rosetta Stone are. 

Decipher hieroglyphic messages 

Design own Rosetta Stone. 

Historical enquiry 

use a range of sources to find out about an aspect of 

time past. Bring knowledge gathering from several 

sources together in a fluent account  

Use a range of sources (text books, internet searches, artifacts, 

recontructions) to research and create a travel brochure for a 

trip to the Nile.  

Cross curricular 

Using knowledge to create an artefact 

Act out the burial ritual 

Make Canopic jars 

 

Range and Depth of Historical Knowledge- write an ex-

planation of a past event in terms of cause and effect 

using evidence to support and illustrate their explana-

tion  

Produce an information text on the legacy of the Ancient Egyp-

tians.  

Assessment 

 Quiz 

 Cross-Curricular write 

 

Cross-Curricular Links 

DT– design and re-draft Canopic jar 

Literacy– cross-curricular writes 

Geography– maps/ Nile 

Curriculum Progression  Ladder 

WALT: understand when the main 

events in the Egyptian era occurred. 

                     WALT:  compare the lives                

of the rich and poor in Ancient Egypt. 

         WALT: identify how the Ancient 

Egyptians communicated through art. 

                  WALT: investigate life on the 

Nile. 

      WALT: explain the religious cultures 

of Ancient Egypt. 

      WALT: answer the question 

‘how have the earliest civilisations 

shaped me?’  

Timeline of key events  

6000 BC In 6000 BC, early people settled in the Nile valley. Egyp-

tians began to use clay and silt from the river to make 

pottery vessels.  

3500BC Around 3500 BC, craftsmen began to create the first wall 

paintings using hieroglyphic symbols in the Egyptian 

writing systems. 

3000BC Around 3000BC, walled towns and villages were built in 

Egypt, The first building were made of  mud brick. 

2500BC Around 2500BC, Egyptians built the Great Sphinx and the 

Great Pyramid at Giza. 2500BC to 2000BC was the ‘Old 

Kingdom’ period. 

1325 BC Around 1325 BC King Tutankhamun was buried in the Val-

ley of Kings. In 1922, his tomb was discovered. Inside were 

wonderful treasures and the mummy of the Pharaoh cov-

ered by a beautiful gold death mask.  

332 BC In 332BC, Egypt was invaded by Alexander the Great and 

was then ruled by Greek kings. The era of the New King-

dom ends.  

http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/life/homemain.html#
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/life/homemain.html#

