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“Music makes an important contribution to the life of every school and should be 

celebrated, promoted and encouraged.  It helps build pupils’ self-esteem and self-

discipline and leads to high standards across the curriculum … It includes pupils of all 

backgrounds, interests and abilities.” (Music Mark, the UK association for Music 

Education) 

 

 The OALC music curriculum is designed to give pupils a wider range of musical 

experiences than they might otherwise have access to. 

 It provides children with a universal language from which they can develop their self-

confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. 

 Children will experience a variety of instruments played by professional musicians 

for joy, inspiration and aspiration. 

 Opportunities to perform, listen to and critique music across a range of historical 

periods, genres, styles and traditions underpin the teaching of music across the 

academy. 

 Children will study significant individuals throughout history and be encouraged to 

inform and develop their own musical preferences. 

 Pupils will learn to sing and to use their voices and have the opportunity to play an 

instrument so they can create music on their own and with others. 

 Children will learn to read musical notation and understand how music is 

communicated through pitch, dynamics and tempo. 

Implement: 

Coverage through Music curriculum & extra-curricular: 

 The music curriculum is full, diverse and meets the requirements of the National 

Curriculum. 

 In our Nursery and Reception classes children experiment with musical 

instruments and sound through continuous provision and appropriate links in 

story-telling. 

 Children across the Early Years and Foundation Stage have daily opportunities to 

sing songs and rhymes. 

 In Reception children receive two thirty minute music lessons taught by 

‘Preludes’* our specialist music teachers. 

 Years 1 to 4 have one half hour Preludes session per week which teaches them 

to develop an awareness of rhythm, to read musical notation, including their 

value in the piece, and some voice and body percussion activities.  

 Pupils in Year 5 and 6 build on the foundations laid by Preludes in their termly 

music afternoons where they are explicitly taught the history of music and learn 

to appreciate a wide range of music drawn from different traditions and great 

composers and musicians.  

 There are regular performance opportunities across the year both inside and 

outside the academy, these include: 

o Annual Spring concerts. 

o Christmas Carol Service at St Peter’s Church. 

o Oasis Inspire day. 

o Regular performances at St Mary Redcliffe, including in the presence of 

the Lord Mayor. 

o The Pied Piper production at St George’s Concert Hall. 

 

Extra-curricular clubs: 

 Choir 

 Brass 

 Strings 

Assessment: 

 The music curriculum has been carefully mapped to cover National Curriculum 

requirements and ensure children make progress within and between year 

groups. 

 The musical pieces they play build in the range of notes used and the complexity 

of the pieces. 

Monitoring: 

 Regular performance opportunities. 

*“Preludes is an innovative music education programme starting in reception. The programme targets 

schools in challenging areas of the city and provides a high quality holistic learning experience that 

teaches the fundamentals of classical music through whole class ensemble teaching.“ 

 

Impact: 

Teacher CPD/monitoring (2019/20): 

 Regular performances show the 

impact and progression of high 

quality music teaching. 

 Children are engaged and 

enthusiastic about learning music. 

 They can discuss their learning using 

the correct musical vocabulary. 

 

Community/families: 

 Children regularly chosen to perform 

to the public, for example in a recent 

production of The Pied Piper with 

world-famous clarinettist Emma 

Johnson. 

 Performances have developed strong 

links with the local church and other 

local schools. 

 

 


