
‘There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate’s loot on Treasure Island’ 

(Walt Disney) 

Literacy is essential to everyday life and it is vital that we ensure our pupils are confident readers and writers in order to operate successfully in educa-

tion, the wider world and future employment. A high-quality Literacy education provides a foundation for understanding the world, developing lan-

guage,  fostering an appreciation of the beauty and power of reading and writing and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity. At OALC, high-quality texts 

form the cornerstone of the curriculum. In all classrooms, books underpin the provision and enable us to develop readers and writers who have the lan-

guage, understanding, skills and behaviours to stand confidently on a global platform and overcome any challenges that the modern world presents. 

Every child, with the core confidence and skills, will succeed to be the best they can be 

A curriculum that will meet  and exceed the National 

Curriculum requirements and ensures that all children 

know more and remember more. 

We want children to understand, appreciate and love read-

ing and not just ‘read’. Therefore, reading for pleasure will 

be promoted across the academy, seeking to develop chil-

dren with an individual reading identity. Children will know 

what it means to be a reader, understanding their own 

individual preferences and the language required  to ex-

press their opinions.  

Reading is not confined to ‘reading lessons’ but is a core 

element of  the wider curricula. Teaching takes into ac-

count the importance of reading to provide context for 

learning, make links and connections and support memory. 

Teaching shows the value of reading in the wider world.  

No child will ‘fall behind’. Every child will make good or better 

progress from their starting-point and will develop the core skills 

for the next stage in their education and later life. 

Accurate assessment will be used to inform and 

adapt teaching to ensure that  all children are appro-

priately challenged and that, where relevant, support 

is implemented to sustain or accelerate progress. 

Staff will have high aspirations for all pupils and tar-

get setting will reflect this so that outcomes are in 

line with the national picture. 

All children will receive consistently high-quality teaching 

across the academy. Decisions informing teaching and 

learning will always be grounded in research and evidence 

of impact, such as CLPE and Reading For Change. 

Decoding will be used promote accuracy  and fluency. 

Reading comprehension will foster a growing understand-

ing of texts across a range of genres while also developing 

pupils’ understanding of  the wider world.   
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Every child, with the core confidence and skills, will succeed to be the best they can be 

The curriculum is designed so that knowledge and con-

cepts are applied and connected throughout the school 

year. This includes the teaching of phonics across EYFS and 

KS1. The curriculum meets  the requirements of the 2014 

National Curriculum (NC) for England.  

Reading for Pleasure is promoted in and beyond all 

classrooms within the academy. 

Book Corners: All classrooms have an enticing book 

area in which pupils are able to access a wide range of 

both familiar and unfamiliar texts independently. High 

quality texts are used to stock this area and are regular-

ly updated.  

Class Story Time: All classes have a timetabled story 

time, 3pm and 3.15pm, 4 times per week. This is de-

signed to replicate bedtime reading  in which pupils 

may choose to sit on the carpet, chairs or with cushions 

and blankets. Pupils are supported in choosing end of 

the day texts and  are encouraged to share their ideas 

and opinions.  

Termly Events: School-wide events to promote reading 

for pleasure are held termly. This includes celebrations 

of key events in literary calendar, such as The Lollies.  

Community Events: Regular reading events are held to 

promote reading beyond the academy. This includes 

parent workshops, Stay and read, Bedtime Book Night,  

the Reading Café and book fairs. World Book Day is also 

celebrated.  

 

Reading and the skills required to become a reader are 

taught in a number of ways... 

1:1 Reading: Children read 1:1 with an adult each week 

using a 2 book system. This includes pupils reading one 

familiar text and being introduced to a second text, iden-

tified based on the needs of the pupil. During 1:1 read-

ing, high frequency words (tricky words) and comprehen-

sion are introduced.  Reading books closely match pupils’ 

phonic knowledge but we also appreciate the needs to 

encounter texts with wider skills, such as language 

patterns and tricky words. When relevant, these books 

are used to complement pupil learning. 

Home Reading:  reading at home is valued and parent 

workshops support parents to do so. 

Phonics: Phonics is taught daily in regularly updated 

differentiated groups. Phonics is taught sequentially, 

using Letters and Sounds. Consistent language is used to 

embed key concepts. 

Reading for writing: Books form the cornerstone of the 

Literacy provision. High quality texts are used to teaching 

writing skills (Talk for Writing) and when relevant, sup-

porting texts are guided by pupil interests.  

Phonics is assessed termly to ensure teaching groups are 

accurate and highly targeted. However, formative assess-

ment is used daily to create flexible yet targeted groups. 

Book levels are assessed using running records when 

appropriate for children on a 1:1 basis. These levels are 

used as summative assessment three times per year. 

Headstart assessments are used in term six of Year One. 

Outcomes are reflected upon and used to inform target 

setting, during Pupil Progress Meetings and Rapid Attain-

ment Meetings.  This includes identification of pupils 

requiring support or challenge.  

High-quality texts form the cornerstone of the literacy 

provision, using Talk For Writing  as tool for writing.  

These include traditional tales, CLPE texts and age-

appropriate picture books. Additional texts are used to 

support this learning, including traditional rhymes and 

songs.   

Talk for Writing texts all link to the termly enquiries, 

providing additional context and supporting pupils to 

make links. The rich language and vocabulary is used 

through the environment and print in continuous provi-

sion (EYFS) is used to raise awareness of reading for 

purpose and reading multiple typeface.  

 

Intervention is used to enable pupils to ‘keep up’ and if necessary, 

‘catch up’. Rapid Attainment Meetings and/or Pupil Progress Meetings 

identify pupils who require this support, which may include Better 

Reading Partners, phonics intervention or an additional story time 

group.  All adults are aware  of the lowest 20% readers in their cohort 

and have individual provisions in place.  
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Every child, with the core confidence and skills, will succeed to be the best they can be 

Teacher’s subject knowledge is strong and well supported by the 

Phonics Progression Ladders. Learning is effectively sequenced to 

ensure that children know more, remember more and are able to 

apply more beyond their immediate lessons. Reading is high prior-

ity across the academy and CPD is targeted to meet the needs of 

the pupils.  

Book Corners: All classrooms have an enticing book 

area. Teachers received peer feedback and adjusted 

their book corners accordingly. Pupils increasingly 

choosing to use the book corners during independent 

learning sessions.  

Class Story Time:  All pupils are now listening to at 

least one text per day. Children are choosing to read 

and/or role play these familiar texts during continuous 

provision of independent learning session.  

Termly Events: Positive feedback from pupils. Two 

teachers motivated to attend a regional Reading for 

Pleasure course and offer sessions in school.  

Community Events:  Increase in the number of fami-

lies in attendance (34 in December 2019) and requests 

to increase the frequency of the Reading Café.  

 

Reading for Pleasure continues to be an academy prior-

ity: 

 Termly Events to engage reluctant readers 

 Termly Community Events  

 Monitoring Standards Team (MST) report identified 

that … (November 2019) 

 ‘The Phonics curriculum is delivered 

effectively.   Learning is fun and lively’. 

 During 1:1 reading ‘relationships are 

strong’.Chn are ‘praised for their persis-

tence and the subsequent progress made’ 

 Teachers have strong subject knowledge’ 

 Phonics lesson engaging, maintaining a high pace and 

focusing on the accuracy of pronunciation,  segmenting 

and blending. Language used is consistently. 

 Learning is sequenced to support the development of 

knowledge and skills. 

 1:1 reading is effective and books are matched to pu-

pils on an individual basis. 

 Staff are reflective, seeking support from leaders when 

necessary.  

2018/19 Statutory Reporting 

 

EYFS (% achieving Expected+ in  Reading) 

 All pupils 73% (national 77%) 

 PP 72% 

 Other 76% 

Phonics (% EXS+) 

 All pupils 75% (national 82%) 

 PP 67% 

 Other 83% 

KS1(%EXS+) 

 78% (national 75%) 

 PP 82% 

 Other 74% 

Positive feedback from staff and pupils in re-

sponse to the high-quality texts in place. Pupils 

are increasingly choosing to revisit familiar texts 

through continuous provision in EYFS.  

Progress discussed and measured on an individual basis.  PPM 

and RAT ensure that underperformance in identified  at the 

earliest opportunity and intervention secures at least expected 

progress for all pupils. Extra support is in place for lowest 20%. 
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Every child, with the core confidence and skills, will succeed to be the best they can be 

The curriculum is designed so that knowledge and con-
cepts are applied, connected and deepened throughout 
the school year. The curriculum includes three key strands: 
decoding, comprehension and a love of reading. 
The curriculum meets  the requirements of the 2014 Na-
tional Curriculum (NC) for England.  

Reading for Pleasure is promoted in and beyond all 

classrooms within the academy. 

Book Corners: All classrooms have an enticing book 

area in which pupils are able to access a wide range of 

both texts independently. High quality texts are used to 

stock this area and are regularly updated.  

Class Story Time: All classes have a timetabled story 

time, 3pm and 3.15pm, 4 times per week. This is de-

signed to replicate bedtime reading  in which pupils 

may choose to sit on the carpet, chairs or with cushions 

and blankets. Pupils are supported in choosing end of 

the day texts and  are encouraged to share their ideas 

and opinions.  

Shared Reading: a daily session, held after lunch, for 

pupils to read as they wish, whether independently or 

with peers, and share their opinions and preferences.  

Termly Events: School-wide events to promote reading 

for pleasure are held termly. This includes celebrations 

of key events in literary calendar, such as The Lollies.  

Community Events: Regular reading events are held to 

promote reading beyond the academy. This includes 

parent workshops, Bedtime Book Night,  a Reading Café 

and book fairs. World Book Day is also celebrated.  

Reading and the skills required to become a reader are 

taught in a number of ways... 

1:1 Reading: Children read 1:1 with an adult using age 

appropriate books. When pupils have reached a level 30, 

they have access to the bronze, silver, and gold library 

passport system.   

Home Reading:  reading at home is valued and parent 

workshops support parents with the strategies and skills 

required to do so.  

Reading Comprehension: Comprehension is taught daily  

(KS2) and 3 times per week in Year Two. Teachers use a 

single text each week and follow the ‘Teacher Guides’ to 

ensure skills across the week. All year groups cover a 

range of genres and text types.  QLA analysis is used to 

informative teaching.  

Reading for writing: Books form the cornerstone of the 

Literacy provision. High quality texts are used to teaching 

writing skills (The Power of Reading). Two additional 

supporting texts (including a poem) are used to compli-

ment learning.  

Reading  Comprehension books are touch marked daily 

and responded to either during Mastery Mornings (pre 

and post teaching) or during Fix It Time.   

Reading is assessed summatively  three times per year 

using HeadStart tests or national papers which use scaled 

and standardised scores to reflect a child’s attainment. 

QLA analysis are used to inform teaching. Book levels and 

speed reading scores (assessed using Pixl therapies) are 

also recorded three times per year.   

High-quality texts form the cornerstone of the literacy 

provision, using the Power of Reading as a tool for 

writing.  These texts are largely taken from CLPE and  

link to termly enquiries. This provides additional con-

text for their enquiry allows them to make connections.  

Two supporting texts are used to compliment the core 

text. 

Reading is promoted across all subjects and the value 

of reading in the wider world is highlighted. This can 

include the use of the internet,  study of historical 

sources or using recipes.  
Intervention is used to enable pupils to ‘keep up’ and if necessary, 

‘catch up’. Rapid Attainment Meetings and/or Pupil Progress Meetings 

identify pupils who require support, including the lowest 20%. Decod-

ing is targeted, using Lexia, Nessy or Better Reading Partners. Mr Good 

Guess is used to support inference and Pixl Therapies are used to in-

crease reading speed.  
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Every child, with the core confidence and skills, will succeed to be the best they can be 

Teacher’s subject knowledge is strong and well supported by the 

Teacher Guides. Learning is effectively sequenced to ensure that 

children know more and remember more and lessons are in-

formed by QLA analysis. Reading is high priority across the acade-

my and CPD targets the needs of pupils.  

Book Corners: All classrooms have an enticing book 

area. Teachers received peer feedback and adjusted 

their book corners accordingly. Pupils increasingly 

choosing to use the book corners during independent 

learning sessions.  

Class Story Time:  All pupils are now listening to at 

least one text per day. Children are choosing to read 

and/or role play these familiar texts during continuous 

provision of independent learning session.  

Shared Reading: Pupils are increasingly expressing 

their opinion  using appropriate vocabulary and phras-

ing.  Pupil feedback expresses enjoyment in this time, 

Termly Events: Positive feedback from pupils. Two 

teachers motivated to attend a regional Reading for 

Pleasure course and offer sessions in school.  

Community Events:  Increase in the number of fami-

lies in attendance (34 in December 2019) and requests 

to increase the frequency of the Reading Café.  

Reading for Pleasure continues to be an academy prior-

ity: 

 Termly Events to engage reluctant readers 

 Termly Community Events  

 Monitoring Standards Team (MST) report identified 

that reading is ‘taught successfully’ in KS2 each day. 

(Autumn review 2019) 

 Learning is built on prior skills and 
knowledge. Teachers adjust plans based 
on gaps in children’s reading skills  

 Children agree that their reading skills are 
being enhanced because of the carefully 
thought through reading programme in 
place.  

 Children’s speaking and listening skills 
have strengthened; children are more 
eloquent. One child in Year 4 said during 
a discussion about a text remarked, “I 
agree with that answer but I have a differ-
ent explanation…”  

 Pupils are able to  articulate the skills taught in compre-
hension.  

 Speed reading  continues to be an academy priority 

2018/19 Statutory Reporting 

 

KS2 (%EXS+) 

 57% (national 73%) 

 PP 55% 

 Other 64% 

 

KS2 outcomes remain a priority for the academy. Specific 

work is continuing on varied question types, tabular 

questions and speed reading.  

Reading is evident in enquiry lessons across the 

academy, from use of the internet, to historical 

sources and recipes. The value of reading in the 

wider world is highlighted.  

Progress discussed and measured on an individual basis, partic-

ularly for pupils with SEND. Structures in place ensure that un-

derperformance in identified  at the earliest opportunity and 

intervention secures at least expected progress for all pupils. 
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